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ment and hints to beginners, the art of rock-climbing, snow craft, climbing with 
and without guides, and the dangers of mountaineering. As far as the art of 
mountain-climbing can be learned outside the field of practical experience this part 
of the book embracing the latest ideas and suggestions will be especially helpful 
to all beginners. 

In Part II (115 pp.) the story of mountaineering in Great Britain is told and 
the characteristics of climbing among the various mountains of the kingdom are 
described. The pictures and text seem to show that the Briton need not go out- 
side of North Wales to find some of the toughest of rock-climbing. Part III 
(210 pp.) gives a similar discussion of mountaineering in the Swiss, Italian, 
French, and Austrian Alps. The full-page photographs are very fine and include 
some striking views of rock-climbing. 

Chinesisch-Turkestan. Geschichte, Verwaltung, Geistesleben und 
Wirtschaft. Von Prof. Dr. Martin Hartmann. viii and 115 pp., 
2 Maps, and Index. Gebauer-Schwetschke, Halle, a. S., 1908. (Price, M. 3.50.) 
This is one of a series of books on applied geography issued by the Gebauer- 
Schwetschke publishing house. It concisely treats the history of Chinese Turkes- 
tan, the peoples who inhabit it, the nature of its government, the languages of the 
Kashgarians, religion (Mohammedan) and foreign missionary activity, the songs 
and literature of the people, commerce and prospects of development. References 
in the text relate to copious notes filling the last third of the book, in which 
further information and explanatory material are supplied. The work will tend 
to widen knowledge of this little known land, and it is to be commended as one 
of the best popular sources of information. 

Deutsche Politik. Die Besiedelung des deutschen Volksbodens 
von Ernst Hasse. pp. 156. Munchen, J. H. Lehmann's Verlag, 1905. 

The author, who is widely known in University and political circles, has 
attempted in this monograph to defend a principle in German politics which he 
believes to be vital to the continued prosperity of the Fatherland. Here we have 
a plea against the loss to other folk of territory, once German, e. g., of East 
Prussia to the Poles; here is argument for the re-Germanizing of territory once 
German ; for a political policy which supports the dictum, Germany for the Ger- 
mans. Or, to quote Treitschke's sentiments as the author does, "the name Ger- 
many as applied to given territory has continually changed. The territory between 
the Rhein and the Elbe alone is that which can be called original German Volks- 
territory. That which is east and west has been subject to change. A full third 
of the present Empire is what may be called colonial territory, has been acquired 
in the years passed and has been occupied. This, in part, is being de-German- 
ized, to coin a word, and it is the duty of the Government to recover and to hold 
it." Such is the contention of Dr. Hasse and his party. 

Brief consideration is given in this monograph to the historical side of the 
questions as to when, why, and how the Germans came to inherit the territory 
which as a race they now occupy. The problem, writ large, as some would have 
it, covers a wider field than that included within the boundaries of the German 
Empire. Any territory once German should remain German, though our author 
does not attempt to meddle in foreign politics. 

In a few brief, but very suggestive, chapters we are told how the various 
regions of the Empire have been settled from the days of the early Teutonic 
migrations to the present. Around the situation in the immediate present, that is, 
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since the founding of the Empire, the chief import of this paper centers. Praise 
is expressed for the so-called anti-Polish policy of Bismarck, but the policies of 
his successors, it is thought, have not been sufficiently vigorous. 

The law of 1886 made provision for "establishing a fund of 100 million marks 
for the purpose of strengthening the German element in the province of West 
Prussia and Posen against Polish activities and to do this through the settlement 
of German peasants and laborers." Land was to be purchased, and sold or leased 
at low figures. At some length the author undertakes to show the working of this 
law, giving statistics to justify his severe criticism of the lax administration of 
the same. In twenty years, he says, 60,000 Germans have been induced by the 
Settlement Commission to enter the East Mark, and more than one million have 
left to settle further west. This should not be, and he makes an impassioned 
appeal to the Emperor to give his support to the Germanizing projects. 

The settlement policy, viewed as a political question, he thinks, should make 
the following demands: (1) That the Polish population should leave the East 
Mark; (2) The Poles should not be permitted to enter the region from Russia 
and Galicia; (3) The Germans both natives and newcomers should be induced 
to remain ; (4) German colonists should be encouraged to enter the East Mark. 

Dr. Hasse presents his case forcefully and interestingly, and one must admit 
there is pojnt in his arguments. We do not have the problem in exactly the same 
form. E. L. S. 

African Life and Customs. Reprinted from " The Sierra Leone 
Weekly News." By Edward Wilmot] Blyden. 91 pp., and 3 
Appendices. C. M. Phillips, London, 1908. (Price, is. 6d.) 

Dr. Blyden, a negro who has been identified most of his life with Africa, and 
is widely known as an accomplished scholar and teacher, describes in this series 
of newspaper articles how the native African has developed and organized a 
system or code of life useful to him for all his needs. He treats in this volume of 
the African pure and simple, the so-called pagan of Africa, untouched either by 
European or Asiatic influence. He describes how the African has constructed for 
himself his part of the world and the "social, industrial, and economic arrange- 
ments under which, evolved in the course of centuries, he has lived and thriven, 
generation after generation." 

The basal facts in this African life are given by Dr. Blyden as follows: 

1. The Family which in Africa, as everywhere else, is the basic unit of society. Every male and 
female marries at the proper age. Every woman is required and expects to perform her part of the 
function of motherhood — to do her share in continuing the human race. 

2. Property. The land and the water are accessible to all. Nobody is in want of either for work, 
for food, or for clothing. 

3. Social life. This is communistic or co-operative. All work for each and each works for all. 

4. The tribes have laws regulating every function of hnman life and the laws are known to all the 
members of the tribes, and justice is administered by the tribal chiefs in the presence of the whole 
people in the village or town where any violation of tribal law may have taken place. There is no 
need for standing armies. The whole people of the village or town are jointly and severally guardians 
and preservers of the peace. 

The foundation of the African family is plural marriage and, contrary to the general opinion, this 
marriage rests upon the will of the woman, and this will operates to protect from abuse the functional 
work of the sex and to provide that all women shall share normally in this work with a view to healthy 
prosperity and an unfailing supply of population. 

The volume is given to the illustration and discussion of the working out of 
these social principles in African life. Every page is written with the idea that 
it is not wise to confound the races, but that the negro in Africa should be raised 



